
Dear Parents / Guardians: 

  

Spring is finally here! We are now in the 4th and final marking period of the school year. Please take 
the time to read through our Wildcat Journal and see all the wonderful learning activities and projects 
that are taking place in the classrooms. Our teachers and students have also been very busy 
preparing to for the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) exams. 
Fortunately, our district’s innovative technology will assist in successfully carrying out this 
computerized on- line assessment. The end of the year PARCC exams will begin on May 2nd and 
conclude on May 12th.  

  

Below is the PARCC schedule for all grade levels at Faust School: 

 
As our school’s principal, I feel it is important to stress how our teachers and professional staff here at 
Faust School want very much for your child to be successful. They rely upon parents’ support at home 
to reinforce the importance of practicing the skills, concepts, and strategies that are provided at 
school and in your child’s homework.  Having your child fulfill all of their home and school obligations, 
will help to instill a positive and responsible work ethic for a successful future. 

  

Lastly, please feel free to contact myself or your child’s subject teacher if you ever have any 
questions, concerns, or suggestions. We encourage all of our parents and guardians to reach out to us 
and form a partnership in their child's education. 

  

Warm regards, 

  

Mrs. Regina Barrale 

Alfred S. Faust School Principal 

  

MON 5/1 TUES 5/2 WED 5/3 THURS 5/4 FRI 5/5 

NO 

TEST-
ING 

5th & 6th Grade 

ELA Unit 1—AM 

  

7th & 8th Grade 

ELA Unit 1—PM 

7th & 8th Grade 

ELA Unit 2—AM 

  

5th & 6th Grade 

ELA Unit 2—PM 

5th & 6th Grade 

ELA Unit 3—AM 

  

7th & 8th Grade 

ELA Unit 3—PM 

7th & 8th Grade 

MATH Unit 1—AM 

  

5th & 6th Grade 

MATH Unit 1—PM 

MON 5/8 TUES 5/9 WED 5/10 THURS 5/11 FRI 5/12 

NO 

TEST-
ING 

5th & 6th Grade 

MATH Unit 2—AM 

  

7th & 8th Grade 

MATH Unit 2—PM 

7th & 8th Grade 

MATH Unit 3—AM 

  

5th & 6th Grade 

MATH Unit 3—PM 

5th Grade 

MATH Unit 4—AM 

NO TESTING 
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Computer classes at Faust have been 

exploring the progress of modern 

technology.  In 6th grade, we break apart the 

computer and look at each 

component.  Students learn what makes 

computers tick, how the pieces interact, and 

how these parts have changed over 

time.  Meanwhile, 7th graders trace the 

history of specific technologies, from cell 

phones to cameras, to produce a website 

about technology history.  You can check out 

one of our class’ sites here: sites.google.com/

erboe.net/p1technologyhistory/ .  Finally, our 

8th graders create interactive exhibits 

showcasing the newest technologies being 

developed across a range of industries.   

 

During the 3rd marking period, Ms. Cuello’s 5th grade, students worked 
on the basic greetings, numbers, colors, months, and the days of the 
week.  These students really enjoyed the videos and songs while practicing 
vocabulary words.  They created a season poster writing about the months 
and weather expressions that would be used during each season. 
 

The Spanish department together with the Student Council sold bracelets 

for Valentine's Day to benefit "The Pulsera Project". The Pulsera Project is 

a nonprofit organization trying to color the world through the sale of 

beautiful handmade bracelets, or "Pulseras" in Spanish. Each Pulsera 

made by young artisans in Nicaragua is a one-of-a-kind work of art and 

comes tagged with the photo & signature of the artist who made it. All the 

proceeds from the sale were donated back to the project to fund many 

programs that empower people through secondary education, university 

scholarships, housing programs, youth shelter support, workers' rights 

advocacy, funding for environmental initiatives, and more.  

ESL 

Computer Classes   Spanish Classes 

Mr. Barone's students just finished creating journal entries based on their study of the Silk Road. Students had to 
analyze primary and secondary documents to evaluate the impact the Silk Road had on the culture, trade, and ancient 
civilizations. Mr. Majsiak's class recently created and performed skits based on the ancient Chinese Philosophies. Ms. 
Valeo attended the performance and recruited several students to join the school play. Mrs. Krantz's students 
completed a research paper where students utilized several of the Media Center's online databases. Students had to 
use multiple resources and cite their sources in MLA citations.  
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Students at Faust School have been working on sharpening their writing skills.  Across the grades, the English 
Department has been teaching a number of writing techniques.  From incorporating RACE for Constructed Responses 
to Comparing and Contrasting, writing is all around. Students have been learning how to analyze text structures for 
informational and literary-based works.  Also, students are practicing how to use in-text citations to enhance their 
writing.   More importantly, students will be able to transfer this knowledge to all other core content areas.  Finally, 
students in Humanities classes are focusing on researching poets this marking period.  Students will need to utilize the 
MLA writing format, as well as practicing using and citing from credible sources.  The research process is an important 
aspect of the middle school writing curriculum.  

Honing Our Writing Craft 

In ESL, the students learned basic structures and vocabulary of the English language through the skills of reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening. Currently, they are working on Narrative writing pieces that consist of the students 
writing about a story that happened in their lives. The students will also be making a short video narrating their stories. 
The students are learning about grammatical skills such as nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives and correct punctuation. 
They are also practicing their oral language and listening skills through an online program several times a week. 

Social Studies Happenings 

https://sites.google.com/erboe.net/p1technologyhistory/
https://sites.google.com/erboe.net/p1technologyhistory/


Meet the Teachers 

In Mr. Holder's 7th grade science classes, the students are preparing to start their earth 
science units, which will be focusing on a large-scale project revolving around the National 
Park Service. Each student began the project by choosing a national park and wrote letters to 
their park asking for information they could use to help complete a project. Many students 
have already began receiving their information from the parks. The students are looking 
forward to finding out more about their national park in the coming weeks as they complete 
this research project!  
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Many talented art students in the 7th and 8th grade cycles were chosen to display their 

artworks at the Becton Regional Arts & Music Showcase held at  Becton Regional High School 

on March 30th.  Students from Mr. Baker's 7th grade visual art cycle displayed self-portraits 

based on the art of Andy Warhol.  The students in Ms. Paronzini's 7th grade cycle displayed 

cartoon color value study pastel portraits. Mrs. Malabrigo's 8th grade cycle students 

displayed Pop Art themed painted guitar projects. Along with other art displayed from 

students in the Becton and Carlstadt art programs, the Becton Showcase provides a 

wonderful opportunity to see the amazing art skills being cultivated at our area schools.  

Mr. Schweikardt—Mr. Schweikardt 

has taught music for 26 years and 

has been teaching in East Rutherford 

since 1993. One of his greatest joys, 

is hearing his students develop, and 

to be part of their outstanding 

performances.  Mr. Schweikardt is 

also a professional musician.  He has 

performed trumpet for the musicals 

at Papermill Playhouse since 1988.  

In his spare time he enjoys walking 

his dog, Jack, driving his Camaro to 

car shows, and fishing on the Sandy 

Hook Bay. 

Mr. Romano – Mr. 
Romano has been 
teaching math and 
language arts at Faust 
school for nearly 4 
years.  He enjoys 
working with all of his 
students.  Mr. Romano 
completed his 
education at Felician 
College and coaches 
basketball and baseball 
in his spare time. 

Mrs. Schweikardt—Mrs. 

Schweikardt enjoys teaching and 

sharing her love for music at 

Faust for the past 14 years. She 

directs the 5th to 8th grade 

chorus as well as teaches all 

music cycle classes. In her spare 

time Mrs. Schweikardt is a church 

musician and directs a church 

choir. She also enjoys spending 

time with her 3 daughters, taking 

dance lessons and going to the 

beach. 

Art Cycle 

Science Spotlight 

Ms. Valeo—Ms. Valeo has 

been teaching in East 

Rutherford for fifteen years.  

As the passionate 6th grade 

Social Studies teacher, she 

tries many different strategies 

to get students interested in 

learning.  Ms. Valeo is also the 

devoted co-director of the 

Drama Club and the proud 

coach of the Faust 

Cheerleading Team.  She loves 

playing with her Yorkie, Diesel, 

spending time with family and 

friends, playing Softball, and 

watching her favorite football 

team, The New York Giants. 

The Math Department has been busily preparing our students for the upcoming PARCC tests.  Students in our math 
classes have been practicing and refining their skills with a variety of activities.  They have been working in cooperative 
groups, using the computers and laptops, and designing their own interactive review games utilizing online tools like 
Kahoot! and Quizzizz.  While the students are working hard in school, we stress how important it is for our students to 
practice their skills at home as well.  As Spring Break approaches, we hope everyone has an enjoyable time off and we 
look forward to our students returning rested and ready to “knock it out of the PARCC!”  

Knock It Out of the PARCC 



 The fifth grade participated in a variety of activities to celebrate Read Across America Day on March 
2nd.  Students read “Oh the Places You’ll Go” and also played a Family Feud style game to answer various 
questions about Dr. Seuss books and related trivia.  Students and teachers decorated classroom doors with a 
different book theme as well.  
 Mrs. DiLascio’s science class listened to the story, Bartholomew and the Oobleck, then created a batch of 
Oobleck in class.  Students then were able to see why Oobleck is considered a non-Newtonian fluid, as it has 
properties of both liquids and solids. Green globs of fun was had by all. 
 Students celebrated Pi Day a few days late due to the snow storm.  Students ate mini “pies” and watched a 
Brainpop about Pi and how it is used in math.  They also watched an interesting video of a man who is able to 
recite 22,514 digits of Pi!   
 Ms. Banca’s class did a geography writing based off of the book Oh The Places You’ll Go! The students wrote 
about their future and where they would travel. The students planned out their entire trip. They used the laptops 
to do research on their destination and created a budget to figure out how much the entire trip would cost. The 
students loved the project and did an excellent job!  
 Students also did a wonderful job presenting their book projects and book talks in their English/ Reading 
classes. In addition to giving an oral summary of a book, students created various projects including: board games, 
word searches, crossword puzzles, All About Me Bags, poetry and student created quizzes based on the readings of 
their books.  Students all enjoyed listening to their classmates’ presentations.  

Alfred S. Faust Intermediate School 

100 Uhland Street 

East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

Phone: 201-804-3100 

Email: rbarrale@erboe.net 

Visit us at 

www.erboe.net 

To Report an absence—please call Ms. White—201-804-3110 

Notices: 
4/13/17- Single-Session Day 
4/14-4/21/17- Spring Recess – Schools closed 
4/27/17- Board of Education Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
4/28/17- Band & Chorus trip to 6 Flags 
4/28/17- School Dance 
5/2-5/19/17- PARCC Testing 
5/15/17- 4th grade Orientation 9:00 a.m. 
5/17/17- 5th Grade Bronx Zoo Trip 
5/17/17- PTA Meeting 
5/18/17- PTA Book Fair 
5/19/17- Teen Arts Festival 
5/19/17- School Dance 
5/22/17- Spring Concert Practice a.m. at Becton  
5/22/17- Spring Concert at Becton 7 p.m.  
5/23/17- Field Day grades 5 & 6  
5/24/17- Field Day grades 7 & 8 
5/25/17- Field Day grades 5 & 6 Rain Date 

News from the 5th Grade 

The East Rutherford School Community Legacy Award Ceremony was held at the March 
Board of Education meeting at A.S. Faust Intermediate School in East Rutherford where 
Elizabeth (Liz) Schmitt and Donald Gray were honored with this year’s awards. Liz Schmitt, a 
beloved teacher for 27 years until her retirement and eventual passing, was 
awarded the Legacy Award plaque for her dedication and commitment to the 
children of East Rutherford. The plaque was received by her husband Frank 
and their two daughters, Alison and Amy. Don Gray, a crossing guard and 
special police security, along with his wife Norma and children, was 
presented with the other Legacy Award to recognize his fifteen years of 
service to the school district. Gina Pappas, a teacher at Faust School, 
conducted the tributes, and Superintendent of Schools Giovanni Giancaspro 
and Board President Richard Vartan presented the plaques to the families.  

Legacy Award 

5/25/17- Board of Education Meeting 
5/26/17- Field Day grades 7 & 8 Rain Date 
5/29/17- Memorial Day – Schools closed 
5/31/17- NJASK Science Testing for 8th grade 
5/31/17- 4th Grade Evening Orientation 6:30 p.m. 
6/1/17- 8th Grade Picnic 
6/2/17- Trills & Thrills music festival 
6/6/17- Awards Ceremony 7:00 p.m. 
6/7/17- PTA Meeting 
6/8/17- 8th Grade Trip to Dorney Park 
6/9/17- 8th Grade Committee Graduation Celebra-
tion 6:00 p.m. 
6/14/17- Single-Session Day 
6/14/17- 8th Grade Breakfast  
6/15/17- Single-Session Day 
6/16/17- Graduation Practice at Becton 
6/16/17- Single-Session Day/Last day of school 
6/22/17- Board of Education Meeting  


